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WAR.TIME SUFFERINGS

Such suspleion undoubledly exisis
at the moment in the hearts of many
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easily gitned erodence because in Lhe
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8ir Philip Nichole, K.C.M.G. «C.
The Hague, ’ o -5

QUTFILE,

FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W. 1.
20th April, 1949.

oha, HAL,
=

you for your letter 150/25/L49 of Tth April
with which you enclosed the draft of & statement which
you would like to issue about the "Englendspiel®.

2. The draft seems adequate as it deniea the twa
main allegations contalined in Van der Starp's pamphlet;
namely that there was treachery on the British side, and
a plot to exterminate Duteh patriots. We that
you should issus it when a suitable ty presents
itself and I encloss for thia purposs & 8lightly amended
veraion of your draft.

. layed

the use of the on by us =.lmt

be taken to imply some sort of ssion, and whilat we

realise that the Germans outwitted us, there is no need

to rub salt into the wound. We have therefore substituted

::prnprntn phrases for "Englandeplel" where it appeared
your draft.

4. I think you will agree that the statement, though
true, is in virtue of its bald and unsuw ted character,
not very convineing. It is more than 1y that doubts
will be cast on the veracity of the statement and that we
shall be pressed to amplify it. As we should not be able
to do this without discloeing detsills which we wish to
concedl, we should be prepared to "rids the high horse",
refuee any farther explanation and rely on ocur performance
during the war and the sanse of the Dutch to prevent
the baldness of the statement from prejudieing Dutch
sentiment against us.

5. Hayter's friends think that they can probably
meet Danker's request for further information about the
reasons why 1t wae not a iated in London that the
8,0,E, organisation in Heolland had come under enemy control.
They hope to produce a draft statement soon.

6. As regards an official request from Danker for
Major Bingham to a r before the Inauiry, Hayter's friends
say that this would not be desirable. In any case he did
nct join the tro gtaff of 5.0.E. in London until
let April; 1 » ch time the German penetration had
been achieved. Accusations against him personally are

therefore baselesa.
&’:“.,.. b e B
Sledi,

(C.A.E. Shuckburgh)
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