AEPORT ON CLAMDESTINE ACTIVITY

GERE RAL 8 I T-UTATDTT O N,

MORALE

The nttltuds of the Duteh population under the
dorman ocoupstion in 1941 sand 1942 waa, in the main, spathatilc
and the paople wers mot resistanca-minded . To thoaa few
elandeatine agents who wera functioning ot the timea, the
population was nelther dangerous nor helpful. Ths poople
Wore notl sure of thelr attitude towards the Germans who wWere
trylng to be as friendly and ms corroct as possible and bo
interfere ms little as possible with internal condlbtlons in
the country. Thousanda of Duteh eivil servanta and busineas
mon were conlirmed In their appointments by the Germans.
Whilst disllking the sight of German troops end tanks in thelr
cltles, the Duteh had no great Incentive to reslast end 1t
woas diffieulk to obtaln assistence for resistance movemsnts .

Arter tha blg strilke In Amsterdam in 1942, which 1
called forth very severe repressive measures, end the snti-Jewish
delve which began in 1942, and grew in intens!ity thronghoub
1945, the pecple began to realise that the sama rapressive
measures would ultimetely be applied to everybody and, gulded
by the BE.B.C, and Radio Oranje, they began to seek the msans of
actively resilsting the Cermona.
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Two groups of people wers affected in particular by
the Germen decrees. Flrstly, the young man who were

liable for comscription to work in Oermany, secondly, sx-officers
who, In early 1945, were ordered to reglster at AMERSFGORT

to be subsequently shipped off to Germany under arrest. These
two arfected groups provided most of thes maloontents who wenb
underground in 1943 and who began to orgenise methodically
egninat the GCermana.
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Frior to 1943 there was no effective underground
movement funectlioning against the German ceccupastion, Generally
agu.ki—hs the population wes extremely patriotic mnd throughout
1945 thelr resistance sympathlea srew to such an extent

4 50% of the Qﬁ?ﬂq"ﬂﬂ working clendestinely
Ll for i}uuhtfutigummgtma
0 the middle of 1944 the




aotive measures such as propagands and similar forms of
passlve resinbance,

Oparatlons hofore Sepbtember 1044 woers nob
earriod out to Any preat sextent but grew in number and
importance 1ln Decembar 1544 and gn_g,-s,:',r 1945, Targeta
wore attacled by groups of dotermined full-time resistancs
mombera, while the bulk ef the people were suffering at
the time from lowared morals dus bo disappointment at the
foilure of the Allies to-eject the Germans earlien.

Somae soctlons of the population wore by January
1245 sdopting & eritican]l attitude towards tha Allles. It
f ahould not be overlooked that food was the main pre-oucupetion
] at the time and how to get more food was the guestion
paramount 1n esverybody'a mind.,

In Aprdl 1945, thousands of reeruits csme 1nto
atance belleving that once they werse accapted by the
-

Hesls
S5 thoy would stend & better chance of baing fed.
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PROPAGANDA .

Throughout: the occupation tha B.B.C. was widely
listened to om 1llegal seta end, 1n the latter phases, when
eloctrliclty was cut off, batlerles wers ussd to supply tha
nacessary current. Iistening parties were organised and an
1llegal nows distributing centre exiated for the dissemination
of Allied propaganda.
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Most of this propagation of news was done by
intellsctuml s who llatened to the B.BE.0. Engllsh service, but
rumcur-spreading was indulged in by the working clasa
< population, Who listened to Hadlo Oranje In Dutch. OCriticlisma
of thesa Duteh broadcssts from Radis Oranjs ware, howavar,
wideavread and the Statlion was acecused of belng cemplately
out ef toueh with the real situation and viewing things
through rese-coloured glasses. Radlo Oranje had, epparently,
gverlooksd the fact that realstence movements in Holland were
illepel and that the penalty for particlipatlion was demth.
Frequantly 1t gave away clandestine projects by promaturs
announcements and was gullty of certaln imseccuracles in the
atatements which were broadeast. On one occcasion, alter
intenslve German L+ Botivity had resulted in the arresat of
imndreds of pecple in a certain arsa, Redio Oranje brosdcast

ala i still functlioning and that the
ﬂ&‘nrh!?ﬂz" 7. This naturally
2, activity on the part of
Station broadcest the
agents two daya
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for retaining § A .F. tracts,or pazsing them on, weas d eath
o e unfortunate Dutolman caught perusing one of thase
leaflets was usually shet at onoe, Theses tracks wera
unequally distributed and the view was taken by the
undercround movement that if they had been dropped to
decantion Committees the Dutch themaslvea would have lmown
0w and whers to distribute them. dany wars lost ms they
Wwera collectad immedlately they warvs droppad by special
sduads detailsd for tha burpoze by the authoritles,

A very sotiva and arflelent underpround DrOAas
axisted In Helland throughout the occcupatlion and tha

organlsation controlling the underground press repainsd in
touch with London for all matters of polley. Tha Dutch
clandaatinas papers hed & wides cireuletion snd tha undergronnd

prass was responsible for two thinga - 4). to reise funds
for the underzround movement ‘end 11) to boost the morale
ol the population.

German morale was aflechsd advarzely by slogans
In use by the general Dopulation and tracta wers isaued
delibarately by the Duteh 4in order to mislead the Germhns
85 to the renl mimber of Dutchmen w ridng in the underground
movement. The mmbers of peopls in active rasistancs
wore glven es being much greater bhan thay really wers,
the letter days of tha ctcupdtlon no provagandn wes nesded
demorallise the Germeans aa theip demoralisation had become
somplete Lhrough lack of food &nd trans port .

GROWTE OF THDIGENOUS CILANDESTINE EOVENERTS ,

Hany sponbanecus resistance groups came te
1ight In the early days of the occuratlion; the principal
ones belng the ex-offlicers! organisation which existed to
ald officers who had been forced to live undergronnd in
order to avold deportation to Germany and the student aild
groups which were formed to assist young Dutechmen who ware
refractaires from the German lebour laws,

ue to the needs of these grou
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The underground press organisation had moanwhlle
grown te be a powerful wompon. Securlty ot the blms
wad negliglble. One man might be a momber of several
different g rroupa and thora was much overlmpplng Peopla
woere often indiscreet and moat people in *“51d-t!-1'n=r-' o

far too much about othor poople's businesa hAD WOS g oo
for sscurdity. 0ne incentive to better mecurity was the
pressnce of large numbers of ¥N.3.B. Informers. Thasea

snteh Quislings ware hated by the Dutech far more than the
Gormans snd the first attempba to form really secrel and
sacura clandeatine groups were made as & reault of pshotratlon
and betraynla effected by the N.5.B. aplas.

All these early scatbtered groups which grew aqulte
ntansously served thelr apprenticeship in undsrpround work
uite independently but later the mambers waore abasorbed by
larger groupa org aufucd on & netional basis for actlve

offensive resistenca, Thase organised groups will be
discussad latar.

Forces employed by ths enemy to conbtrol undsrground
actlivity were ag follows -

The Grune FPolizel,

The G.F.P., .
The 8.0, 8nd Geatapo,
HA.B, - clyllian agants,
Duteh and Fleming 8.:3.,
Poldgondarmerie,
Landwacht ond

Wehrmacht .

Tha llat indicates the degres of importonca
attaching Lo sach mﬁiﬁ_ular force. The Gruone FPolizel were

mmt fﬂu' by the E&tﬁ underground mmmmaht.
3 : i ered by the underground movem
o,

Gru:mr ?nlizai ‘were




alther very young or middle nged and was o nulsanes but nok
Ersatly fearsd. Thay alwaya preferred to mvold conflict
wlth resistance winless In preat stranghh. In ganaral
controls wore relatively few until the middle of 1943 when
restrictions began to bo tishbeaned up but, even then, the
country diatriots were falply sule and remained so throughont
the occoupatlon.

In 1943 the 5.0, and the Gestepo becamo
particularly active and after U-day in France thousands of
C.E. personnel were imported into Hollnnd. Conditions
then became very difficult, especially in the towna. The
control of identity papers, however, became, Aif anything,
eaaler after Soptember td44 ma, in wlew of ths Ineranse In
arms Trecaptlons 4he Germans were searching dlligently for
arms and restricted the body sesrch to weapons which mip
provide eluaa B3 to the whereabouts of arms dumps.
was some rivalry between the warions enemy forces ond juat
pricor to the libsrablon fighting broke out in the Barcus
batween the 5,2, and ths Wehrmacht.

Tha natlive pollce. In general it ocen ba said
cnet the Duteh pollcs woers hot an obstacle tor eslstance.
20% had Feaclat tendencles and were dangercus, 503 wors
afraid of Germman reprlaals if they asssisted the undersround
movement and were nelther helpful nor dangerous. :
helped actiwvely and provided valuabla asaistance. Thosa
rolicemen who were membera of reslatance groups actoed as
guldes, transported stores, W/T sebks, clandestine dociments
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and nowapaperas and also freguently instructed the underground

movamant in the use of weapona and axplasives. Thair

uniform was & veluable sereen {or thelr clandestine sctivitles.

Aenk end file were usually relisble but the heads of
departmants wers pro-Nazl and had besn pleced in offica by

tha Germans. A high percentage of policamen wers willing

to render occaaionsl services but withdrew thedir support
when the Germans begen To place Informsrs in all the polices
offices.

In 1944 and 1945 new polica battalions wera

ralsed by the Germans from predominantly %.3.5. sources. The

new police force wes known as the F,0,B, and wore slightly
different uniforms. They wel'a Vary dengerous and much
fesred by the Duteh underground movement.




Their mctivities in 1943 and 1044 were, howeyer, very sucscessful
in penetratlng underzround movements. Althoush many
farmers and peasants wers of groat msslstance tu reglistance
movenents thers were guibte o mumbar with Fasclst tendeanclas whoe
lost no time in denouncing peoples who bLook in refractslrel

or escaping Allied airmen, or wha picked up and clrculeted
Ho,Fu tracts In the country districta. Kany peeple recoverad
parschutes and hid them, wualng the sill for thalr own purpodas.
Ouite & number of people wers denounced for this alons by

¥.2 .5, farmers and pensants. ¥any Tfoarmers. wero deallng

In the Biaek Mapket and supplied the undergronnd or the Germana

il

quite Indiscriminately and for thelr own ends,

After the 1iberatlon thers wers thousands of border-
1ins cmses and it is extremely difficult to declde whether thess
pocpla collaborated willingly with the Germans o not, Thounands
of people in the underground movement worked legally for tha

Derman mAministration and used their employment as cover for
their clandastine activitlies. Equally thousanda of peopla
workad willingly for the Cermans and now say that they did 1if

in order to asalst the realstance movement.
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DROARISED CLANDESTINE 0ORQOUTES,
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rom the many scattered and unorganised clandeablns
groups which sprang up in the early daya of the cooupabtlon grow
large natlon-wide movemonts wall co-ordinated and falrly well-
disolplined, sach movament confining 1ta pctivity to o type of
realatanca activity in which 1t apscinlimed.

From the needs of refrectelras in search of falss
phpera, funds and aocommodation grew firvat the L.0., which
caeterad capecinlly forfunder-divers! . This orpanlsation
wedoed small coup-de-maln parties for raiding food offices and
arbeltabureaux and the K.F. organisaticon came to 1ifa to SUpply
. B ;] m T T LT - b ] t - g
Ehis need. The L.0, £nd K.P. organisations subsaquently
merged te nll Intents and purpossa, T.P. being the shock troops

ol
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A movement which ebsorbed most of the amateur
sabotpurs was the R.V.¥. which worked in Magquis style in tha
country districta. VEny ex-army of flcers, btusiness men and
politiclans Jolned the 0.0, & movemsnt which planned to take
over the administration of the Sountry when Holland had been
liberated.

Theze Tour groups wWere subasguently merged to
form tha N.B.S. who directed all reslatmnce activit+ on
g
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instructlons: from Frince Barnhard in London.

Other natlonal movements which grew up during the
cceupation were K.C. which was concerned wlth welfare and
soclel problema; H.B.F., which was the resistance movement's
troasury; A.C., the hotion Committes of the Dubch underground
press and C.T,D. which was the organisation controlling the
black telaphone systom.

411 these movements were represented during the
latiar stages of the occoupation by P.AWR.I, &n Advisory Comilttas
to the Dutch underground movemsnt consisbing of 12 members
representing all types of resistance activity, as shown belowi-

L.0+)felse papers )
atc,, ald to )
E:P.-rnrrnuta¢raaﬁ




K.P, - MNOK FLOEG.{later 1t was called KONIGLIJEE PATROUILLE)

KePu groups of 7 or 8 men were the shock troopa ol
L«0. and Indulged in minor sabotage &nd smell scale raide, in
fact in any minor activities caloulated to harass the Germans.
'_“_!‘:-i'l:' freaguently ongineered prison brealsa and rescued comrades
Wao bad fallen foul of the Geastapo.

R.V.V. = RAAD VAN VERZET,

This movement conslsted of wells of 20 = 25 men, meinly
working In cowritry districts on ma jor sabokbage and receptions.
They worked in some districta on Baguls lines and ‘carriad out
attacks on military cbjectives &3 lald down in directives
recelved from Tondon. They slasc seguired military intelligence.

0L . — ORDRE DIENST,

The 0.D, was not concerned with mctively realisting
ths Germens. It hed created a clandestine prganisation which
Wwas plling up economic and pelitical intelligence with a view
to administering the comntry after tha war,

Inevitebly, aince &1l these organisations had gromn in
& slapdash fashion they wers by no means watertight and most of
the leaders and organisers of different movements lmeow sach other
Dersonally. Equally memberas had at aometime or other worksd
for scme or all of the four organisstions and gacurity was,
thorefore, not all that could be desired. There were &ls50 many
rersconal end politicel feuds and much rivalry existed between
the chiefs of the various woveoments.

. 0De came in for much criticlsm as mnctive resisters

liked nelther their programme, which was negative, nor their
Frinciples. They were accused of being reactiomary and, in
dome cases, of worklng for the Cermans. Y¥ost of the other
groups had left-wing tendencies. Therewas slsc a certain
amount of oms movements taking part in activity }

nich responsibility of others and in some areas where
: ronger numerically than thers i

el




LEXTRODUGTRION OF LONDON TRAINED

AGEYNT 8 T0 BXISTINWNG GROUPS,

IHITTAT CONTAQTS.

Moat London tralned ageants were sent eithor to one or
the other of the axlating groups which ultimately becams amelgemeted
into the 1,.B.5, or to the underground preas organisatlion. Barly
contzets with indigenous ETOURS waTe made by apenta from England
returning to Holland anpd ranewing relatiens with friends who
belcongad to one or tha obher ol the underground movements. Later,
Dutckmen were exfiltrated to England end brought with them walusble
Iinformation in the way of lmown sympathisers and up-to-date
information on the realstance movemants . A chain of sontects weas
thus bullt up and agenta wore sent out from Englend with a

contactls addreas and uaually & mlssion which necessitabad thaip
placing
o -

themselves at the diaposal of laesl underground leaders.
q The London trained Bgenta, whilst randering valuable

service &s limlson officers, W/T Operators and weapon training
Instructors, rarely took owvar complete conirol of lndependesnt
ETOups or Eress, &8 was the case in Frence but, in the main, wore
gubordinsted to Reglional Commanders of elrendy sstablished
indigencus groups. Onece reguler W/T communicetion was
oxtablished with home base by London tralnsd agents, the departure
of ah agent from this country could be advised to thomss in tha
fiald and his reception arranged.

THE ARRIVAL OF INDIVIDUAL AGENTS.

Agents were normally dropped by parachnts Into Holland,
although scme were dropped in Frence and Belglum and mads thelr way

Into Holland from there, Befors leaving thias country, the

agent had many things to consider and was sware of tho rigls he
m ran in making the journey and returning clandestinely to his sountry.

An unforeseen difficulty which cccurred occaslionally was wien, die

to the nervous tenalon of the apent on” departure, he got into the

Wrong feroplane and, consequently, was dropped to the wrong place

end Reception Committee. His arranganents were further ;

complicated I1f his bagrage had been put into the correct meroplane i

&nd consequently dropped to another point.

e was the danger of 4.k, fire, which
agents los lives as the
S




mllitury operations, those participating relylng more on Sten
guns for protection than securlty moasures. Consequently,
pass-worda, if they were remesbered, were olten lgnored or
ovarlooked in the goneral enthusisem. Thare woas [requently
no asourlty check, the B,.B.C, messsge snnouncing the dropplng
belng the only guarantee that the new arrival waa genuine. often,
howaver, an agent wasd recelwved by a Triend or a Iellow tralnee
irom Enzland and the panas-word was unnecessary. On Song
cecaslons agents were dropped in error to o Roacepblon Committee
other than the ons awaiting them, but usually they managed wlthout
dirficulty So persuade the Committee that they wers penuine
ggents from London. A complaint recelved Irom many agents was
that frequently Heceptlon Committesa were expectlng atoras

only and the arrival of an agent was gqulits s surprise to them.
This resulted In the new arriwal wailting about for instructions
until the Reception Commlttes gobt in %ouch with his contact.

It 1s alao trus to say that 1t has froquently ooccurred, aven
when the agent's arrival had been pre-andvised, thaet local
Uonmanders scmetlimes made no advance arrensements for the
disposal of newly arrived agents. One report recelwved atatos
that apents had been shot by the underground movement, who
suapacted them of being sples beceuse thelr arriwval hed nob boen
announced.

In general, the Reception Committes porsonnel lacked

discivline. The pguards would leave thelr postas to grest
the now arrivals and theprs was much talking and amoking,
especlally when ths 'plane was late in arriving. IT thia

heppened securlty precautions were forgothten and pecpls becams
lmpatient. Two obher erltilclams of Receplion Commitbesa ara
that far too many people attended the Reception., (Often up to
20 people would arrive bto collect four or flve contalners and
one agent.) Alss far tooc many people lmew the locatlion of
the dropplng point.

Normally a newly arrived sgent would be guided from
the dropping point to a safe house by membera of the Reception
Conmittes. Subsequently he would be accompanied to a
contect mddress where he would meet his chief to be, or the
latter would visit him &t the safs house.

ble in the form of Bl 5 B2




‘briefing about local conditions in his dropping area, which
would feecilitate hls movemonts during the 48 hours after his

arrival. If he were badly, or insufficiently, briefed,
he could easily make some error which would attract the
attention of the populetlon in country Aistriets for whom the

m'.'lvul ol & atranger wad in iteselfl an event and among whom
there were many collaborators eager teo inform apslnst anybody
aoting suspiolously. Another worry of an agent dropping
'"B1ind! was bhe disposal or concealment of hia equlpment.

Casas r:nua coourred where agents belng anxious teo leave the
acene of their dropping as quickly as possible hed not concealed
thelir equipment carefully encugh and have roturned later to

tha spot to Iind thelr kit hod been removed, In scmo

cazes, due to faulty uuu;utching, equipment had been scatbtersd
far aml wide and the lone agent has been unable to retrisve

1t Equully some uqulpmanl. especially W/T seta, was found to
be damaged on landlng and unusabla, This d salayed the
comiancement of the work In soma cases for monthsa. Some

agants dropplng 'blind' discovered that thely contmct mddresses
were useless, as the contoct lad either lelt or been arrested
aind many wers forced So find accommodatlion with friends with
whom, for security reaseons, they would rather not have renewad
soquaintance. Flnally, one blg rlal that wes talen by

he agent dropping 'blind! was the possibllity of injurar an
danding and the necesalty of gelbbting medical attention at a
hospital or doctorfs surgery without bebtraying himself to the
Authorities. One report quotes the cases of two agents who
dropped together - cne sustelning e bed frasture of the leg in
dropping. The unlinjured spgent aspent days trying to find a
doctor who would cope with the situstlon clemiestinely snd also
exper lenced graat brouble in acquiring the necessary transport
to take the injured agent away from the scene of the accident,
where he hed been lylng for some deya,

RELATIONS WITH LOCAL LEADERS.,

Heving overcame the initial difficulties connected
with his arrlv i ‘baving made contact with the unrlargrcu.uﬁ
' s faced with other difficulties.
given him in Ipndqn were ignored bg
to work on miuidnu for which he
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Wore very bad. Tha phiotoprapha, fingor prints ond

othar technicnl details ware incorrect but the worst
miﬂtagaa wera In tho professiawthosen and in the

uas ol the age 15 which was o mcst dangeroua age to

hoose. They only carried identity cards and no other
PRpOrs., Lt woas not undarstood why Londen could not
provids better cards as grave riaks were talsn by hoving

to procure new ones for the men a3 soon e thay arrived.
Clothing supplied to London toained agonts waa fairly

good Imitation but shoes weope obvlously made in

England and ths fact could be notisced 100 yards away.

These agents had no 1dsa of condlbions in the fisld. They
“hought it was all shooting and that thera was an 8.0,

man behind every tres. When tliey wers on bleyclaes

they expected Lo be contralled &t two minute intervals.
AL firat they were very Jittery but recovered thelr
nerve very dulckly once they saw what trus conditiona in
Hollend were 1ilm M

ACHTIEVEMENTS ,

In apite of handicaps, the sgentas from this country
achieved very good resulis in liaison work betwaen the dirferent
groupd and between Londen and Regional Commanders fin Hollend .
They wers of pgreat assistance in the early atages of the
formatlion of the N.B.S. W/T communications with this
country, #n essenblal part of co-ordimatad underground effort,
were alsc maintaiped almost excluszlvely by London trained
oporators. Agents from this country also did waluathle
work as weapon training instructors and demolitlon experts.
They alsc helpesd to co-ordinate the propegends dissaminstad
by the Dutch underground press.

SO O




Indigenoun Acenta,

A high propartion of glandsstine work was done, not
by the 100 pear cant. oclandestine agent but by men s£ill
working lepally in reasponeibls administroative positions
under thelr own names and whose only precaution was to
adopt an assumed name when working subveraively and %o
conceal thelr address from all intimate asasclates.
Yogt of these men were of an age which examptad tham
from the Garman labour lawn,

Indigencus cladestine aganis working complately
underground adopted a varlety of covers which waze
changéd or modified as and when 1t begame neceasary
through new laws and decrees 1ssued by the copupying
authoritiss, The maln conmBideration was avoidance of
gconsoription for work in Germany, and conseguently semi-
official jobs wmere chosen as cover — Buch as food con-
troller, inapactor of transport and commanicatlons or
policeman. Other professions chosen mers teachsr,
miree, doctor, engineer or clercyman. Many agents
adopted 0.7, cover. In genaral, papars supportines
“he cover story wmere duplicatea of those imsusd to
legal holders who knaw that a double was using their
identity. Agenta usually had some person to vouch
for them in the bursau or adeinistraticn which nomi-
nally pontrolled their activities, and, by connivance
with Btate ssrvants working lsgally in responsible
positione, obtaiped the necessary information about
their adopted profession wnich would enable them to
talk convinoingly 1f gquestioned., Thus thay wars able
t0 produce day-to-day or hour-to-hour alibis to gover
thelr movements. False papers were acquired through
L.0. sources or from one or the othar of the groups
engaged in produeling all types of papsrs en masse.

Two orts explaining in full the methods of
ning fe papers are attached - Appendix A.
ANdLIX I.;:..] ". = y
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apparently impossibla ta keap up with svants in Holland
and faulty or incomplete sata of Popara wers igssued to
the agents to support thelr cover stories. Qovar
Biories were often based on papers avallabla, and con-
Sequently an agent was frequently committed to .8 oom-
plataly falae story. A big handicap was the youth of
moet London-trained agents, as tha Arbeitedienat olalmed
all men from 18 to 25, and subsequently from 18 to 40.
Frofesslicons had to bs chosan with this in mind. Another
conglderation was the problem of explaining away a peariod
o abaence Ifrom Holland while the agent wae training in
this country. Both of thegs difficultiss werTe overcome
in many cases by adopting the pover of a seaman or ship'se
carpenter walting in Dutch parta for a ship, or of a
Datoh MHerchant Havy officer on leave from Cermany. Soma
agents ware given 0.T., cover, according to whioh they had
laft other ocoupled countrlsass to avold capture by tha
Allies,and in some casas thay posed as store-mastars
working for the Wehrmacht. Some explainsd their absgance
by clalming to have arrivad from the Natherlandas East
.ﬂ Indies. Others posed as revatriated prisoners of war
| or ¢larks amplovad in forelgn firms and vigitine HollanAd
to ssa ralatives. liany agents obtalned exemption from
the labour lams oy poslng as Qategory G. men.

9

Although a few agents were ordersad to prapars their
gover BtoTy on arrlval, most were glven a cover shtory to
learn bafore they left, and some did not see eye to eye
with thelr Sgotlon Offlcers in the matter. One agent,
for ipstance, was sent out with papers showing him to
ba & baker, whersas he, knowlnz the area to which he was
befine sent, maintained that a better cover story would
have been that ol a farmer or agricultural worker.

dany agents who, with London's approval, prepared
their own cover story, retained thelr own identity and
papers and gonsequently only had fto explain away the
perlod of thelr absence from Holland. Thia they did by
claiming to have been in Government service in some other
part of the country, or psrsuading friends to vouch that
they had been livinz with them for their period of absence.

'glven to agents in London were almoet in-
1 by sistance leaders as worth-
d for local products. 3ate
_usually incomplets and

bt




Real Name: R. MATTHYSEN

Code Number: D,22 " on: 17th June, 1345

AREA: Holland

INTERROGATOR 'S IMPRESSION OF INFORMANT,

Informant is a kesn young Dutohman, highly patriotic, who assma
to have done an excellent job of work for his country during the
ogoupation. He gives the impression of complets reliability
and good ssourity mind.

BACYGROUNMD,

Between 1340 and 1942 informant was a chemical atudent, but when
the German comtrol became more mevere in 19.7 he began to help
people to escape. It then became necessary to supply them with
forged papers, and it was in this way that hs began his work.

A visit was made om June 12th 1945 to a small printing factery
in 27 OCude Cracht, UTRECHT. The firm was emgaged in dye-setting,
rhotogravurs and engraving. Total personnel smployed, 5 people,
whoss funotions were, Manager, Photographer and 3 lshourers,
Frior tc September 194 the firm was working quite legally and
opeanly for induatrial concerns in UTRECHT and the regiom of
UTRECHT , and also producing letterheads and various types of
permit for the Wehrmacht. At first, there were many firms in
HOLLAND engaged in the production of false papers, but when
conditions became difficult owing to the arrest of many peopls
and the ocut in electricity, informent's fim carried on with
only one other organisation,

The glandestine work was carried out after the ordinary day's
work had finished. Some or ell of the staff worked every
evening to supply the Hesistance with all types of identity
cards, permits; ration documemts, ete., and the finished
products were immediately removed by R (Ses Chart of Organisation
at Aprendix "i") in order that as little compromising materdial

a8 possible might be left on the premimes., After September,
1%L the plant was olosed down by the Cermans, and all work was
then done illegally,




GRAPRING,

Another method of removing entries, espsainlly in the oase of the
J" aign indicating that the holder was a Jew, was to peel off the top
layer of the oard and graft on the top surface taken from another card.
This obvicusly was a very complioated and diffioult process, but with
Practice people became expart in this methed,
WATERMARES,

In the somplete reproduction of watermsriced identity cards the real
mtermark was drawn by the desigmer, and from this an engra
The identity card was split into two layers, front and back, and the water—
mark was stamped on the inside of one of the layers., The two layers were
then glued together, By this method, an almost rerfiect copy of the trus
watermark was produced, but when the Germans became awars of this Torgery
thay found it easy to detect such cards, as the glus was poor and the edges
were liabls to come spart, However, when a rubber aclution was used for
sticking the two layers together, the forgery was not so easy to detect,

in the area,

The manager of the firm stressed the fact that the documents had to

be stemped, and that the more stamps which eppeared on a document the better
it was for the holder,

ma'mmﬁm,anﬂwnﬁmmdm issued to all Dutch
ch‘tbmtwmmmm issued a sheet of




organisation, and they issusd about 40 false identity cards a woek, In
this instance, they changed the date of birth of all thoae peaple.

In AMSTERDAM in August 1944, 3,000 false identity oards wers made.

FINANDE,

Informant was not directly in touch with any organisatiom from
ENGLAND but, through his friends in ASTERDAM, who was in contact with &
financial organisation from ENGLAND, the N.5.F., he reosived financial
ansistance for his work. The organisation in AVSTERDAM received 25,000
Culldera o month, and informant asked for and received 1,500 guildsrs a
month for his organisation.

SHCURLITY.

Informant maintained commmication with his asscciates himself.
He always ran the risk of being caught with compromising docusents on
his person, and he might also have found tho Gestspo in any of the placea
whioh he had to visit, but he Jjudged it safer to rum this risk than to
have many couriers visiting his house, which would certainly hawe caused
suspiolon smongat his nmeighbours, who might easily have betrayed him.
When in contact with political organisations, informent's organisation
yms careful to remain as anonymous as possible, and provided thes with
only one address, which sutomatically becams cbaclets if any arrest were
mads, In this way, informent's orgenisatiom suffered hardly any
sasualties, unless a mesber himself were indiscreet.
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Appendix "ii"

Exhibition for British War Correspondents of the falsification ooncern
UTRECHT, May Lith 1945.

Purpose: The supply of facaimile doouments to:
1. Persona in hiding.
2 Illegal workers

J+ M1 persons who could commit sabotage herewith in
some way or other,

For this purpose were copied or forged:
1. Papars for legitimation of personsa;

&, identifiocation cards

b, stemoards

o, ascond stemoards

d. all kinds of legitimations such ma sppointments with
magisterial instances and large private aoncerns,

fs  Identification Carda,

1942 For Jews. Remove J stampa by pasting on and insert pleces again.

193, Arbeiseinsatz. Chenge on a large scale chemically and mechanically
of the identifisation cards,

1944, Application on a large scele of blank identification eards, cbtained
by attacks om mmicipal offices, which had however the disadvantages
of being quickly signalled at the Seoret Service. (3,D,). Thersfors
the imprinted place names and cods figures were altered., At the
same time the FBS at AMSTEEDAM worked continuously at pirate copiea.
Cf. examples which are getting better and better in the course of
years, but in prectice were never equal to the stolen ones or to the
real omes, distributed illegally.

b. Stemscards
These were reprinted piratioally elsewhers, In this town the
necessary D.S.K.'s (stemcards) wers obtained by chemical removal
of ink of written stemcards. These ware negsasary for legalisation
of persons for obtaining new second stemeards, (td's).

¢, [I.D.'s (second ltmnm!

Reprinted practically in a large edition in AVSTERDAM, Especially
when the official distribution was stopped, there was a great demand
for them. The intimation has succeedsd properly and gave in
ico sufficlent seourity when the fistribution pepors »

e
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Appendix "t (2)

20 agutely by Heuter himaslf that in the spring of 'iLL the whole
food provinion of persens in hiding threatened to be upast., In
order to prevent thia LDO,000 inserted ticket nheeta were imitated
in a short time to be abls to oollect every month 100,000 stemoards.
Of thin some details of the fobrication proceas. The photos of the
original gards, The enlargement of these noted down, ©Of them a
smallor copy was made in ordar to obtain the ecliche to print the
falsifioation. With two or three eolour print the diverse colours
had to be separated in order to obtain in thin way separate oliches

ror sach colour. Later in 1945 exchange ticketa wore made to obtain

need ticketa, of which a dsfioit threatensd to come. Purther still
in the intereat of the food provislon may still be mentionad the
pirady of traffic papers, travelling licences and oyoling muswelsen,

Papers againat Arbeitaeingata, Weatwallbauarbeiten, for prinoners of
wmr ﬂ'ﬂl

In 1944 and 43 browm Ausweisen,

blue Bescheindgungen

E=cards

Cencernlegitimmtions of Kriegmeoncerns.
7 Oot, 1944, The great Utrecht razzin for work in the Weatwall-
bauarheiten gave rise to the imitation of thousands of certificates
of exesption from digring in Utreeht, Zevenanr, Meppel, Doeaburg, Eds,
Veenendall, Barnevald, Amhem, Hoovelaken, 1In all some tens of
ﬂl’@[ﬂﬂm-
Jan. 1945. The total Arbeitssinsaty negeasitating the imitation of
vorlaufigs and endgultige Fuckstellungsscheine, i.a. YVorlaufige
Beks-scheins for

Verteldigungaatah

Verpflegunannt

Verkehrainspaktion

Reichabahn

Diverse Dienstellan

Teohnische Nothilfa

Waterworks., Those werse entirely invented but

provided with n good stamp, Thay worked

axcellontly but in a restricted sdition,

In commission of the 7.D. club and FPbo.mn Ttrecht the endgul tigen
Buckstellungsachein was manufzotured, the ao called Lisseswsweis,
The latter has been finished late in spite of hard work, so that
only few could be distributed,

SEERAL 54ROPACE.

Driving licences, cycling permit travelling tickets, travelling
permita eteo, ﬁmhqﬂingnﬂiﬂﬂmurnfﬂum bodies in order
h'mwr'zudiﬂmnwﬂnrmmm.
Commissions for illegal movements. The last for §.B.S. sto.

used and closely printed of various kinds at




Appendix 'ii' (3)

Difficulties:

Without electricity, gas, fuel, cycles etc. etc. the group experienced
between September 19l and the end of the war an unknown prosperity.
Frinted under very difficult circumstances. The cliche photographer had
to work with daylight.

The printing took place with a handpress,

Drawing was don= in the cold.

Af'ter much difficulty technical and paid hands were kept at work with

extra food.




AFFERDIX B,

Real Yamne: Dr. ERNE. Interrognted by: Major BURNES,
Fiald Fame: VAN DE WEERD. Date: 27.6.45.
ATaal APELDOORN Oode Neil i HD.1G.

(2 1/a'to PIET VAN

ARNHEM) ., D.d2.

INTROUCTION

Informant wag a Cantain in the Dutch Army reserve on tha
outbreak of war. When Holland capitulated, he was ilmprisonad
by the Germans in Zeeland and later with many other officers
despatched under guard to Germany, After completing part of
the journsy, the Tarty was ordered to meturn and individual
officers received orders o Treport back to thelr garrisons for
demobilisation. Many officers who had already reached Germany
were afterwards sent back {o Holland bscause of ‘this change of
pollicy. Thoge officers who had civilian clothes wers demobi-
lized and Iiberated, and later all officers were returned to
their homes. Informant, after at first refusingz to go home
in civilian clothes, was threatensd with deportation to Csrmany
and later went hom= to UTRECHT and resumed his profession, which
was teacher of languages at a collegs in UTRECHT, where his home
was,

Informant reverted to his normal way of 1lifa and took mo
part in active resistance until 1942, whan rumours began to
circulate about the possibility of ex-officers beinz rounded up
again and deported to Germany. From then on informant decided

he would have to do somethine to assist resistance and cast
about for useful contacts,

Raslstance was at this time taking shape, but informant
had no faith in the rather amatsundsh efforts of those people
he knew to be working in resistance, and knew nobody in whom he
could have complete confidsnce,




Government and for this rsason wers sxamptad. Thousands

of these exemptions were isgusd, the majority of them ocom-
Pletely bogus, and 1t was aven pogaibls, by making the right
approach to the Garmana, to get an examption without diffi-
culty. Informant, however, refused in principle o apDhly
for an exemption as the Queen had lssusd definlte ardsras that
officers were not to register, and in any case hs did not wish

to ask favours from the Garmans. Informant pointed out with
Tegret that thousands of offlcers were weak enough £o ignare
the Queen's order and went off to register. Thev bouzht ra-

turn ticketa for the journey but the Taturn half was not used.
They finished up in Garmany. Those officers wha dld not Te-
gistar wore not In any immediate danger as the Garmans did not
have complete liats of all Army officers, and in this Teaspsct
the Dutch Hecord Offices were gbstrictive and unhelpful to the
Garmans. Yany important archives had been destroyed deliber-
ately to this and.

Informant, however, llke many othar officers who had failasd
to register, thought his arrest was imminent and, as he was well-
known in UTEEQHT, he decided to leave hie wife and family and oo
underground in another patTt of the country. What decided his
departure more than anything was the faot that amons the students
at the college were many sone of prominent ¥.3.8. officials and
he feared that his activitles concernsd with helping refractaires
might be known. In the event of arrest for non-registration,
enguiries might result in all his underground activitiss being
revealed.

Most of his friends and acqualntsnces were under the im-
presslion that he had resglstered tut those who knew him well and
cussged he had not tried to persuades him to comply with the law
and remaln safely in UTRECHT with his wife and family. He
finally gave out that he was goinz to AMERSFOORT to register and
one of hig friends undertcok to look after his wife and family
in his absence, The college, after some time, assumed that he
had been deported to Germany and struck him off their books.

He left UTRECHT in the beginning of 1943 and went to stay
at BEEKBERGEN, a amall village & miles from APELDOORYN, where he
stayed with a friend who was already in underground work, also
assisting refractalres by obtaining for them napers and acco-

tﬁﬁﬂqg*@%&ﬂ.




farms, in industry, or apprenticed to doctore or chemliata,
always with the commivanos of amployera as Informant travelled
the country sesking out friends and contacts who wera willing
to acoept the boye and glve them work. His ocontacts wara
usually on a high level and he had frisnds in the Arbelta
bureau at APELDOORMN, who nrosurad for him stacke of moveament
orders alrsady signed in andvangas by the Garman suparvisora,
which allowad the boys to traval. Thege movament ordars
were issued to boys who had registered for work in Oarmany
and indicated the date on whish the bearer was to raport for
woTk. Haturally theese dates had bean arranged by informant
to give a handsome mpargin of timas and a boy carrylng a move=
meént order of this sort wae immume from any sort of emgulry.
. Thess papers woers ilssued to refractalres when thay were
£ actually travelling and on arrival at their destination in-
. formant arranged with friends in the different Arbeita
buraaux to regleter them on the books as working for the
partleular employer chosen by informant from among hia eircle
of acqualntances, In many casea the boya did not chanze thelr
identity ocards as their only crime was in failing to register
and this was covered by the bopue movemant order they carried.
In most of the administrations who smployed boya sponsored by
* informant, only two pecple knew tha boys! reail status, the
manager and the staff manager, who, 4in collusion with an
Arbeits bureau representative, arranged the regords,

The L.0; organieation had by then been functioning on a !
big scale all over Holland doing more or less the asama work as
informant but helpine not only students but anybody who wans
leading an illegal 1ife. They did not take ths same fatherly '
interest in their proteges as did informant and once they had |
dealt with a case, had nothing more to do with the individual.

The APELDOORY area was not coverad by L,0. as thay had few
contactsthers, but they heard of informant'es warlk thiroush a

friend of his who was in touch with the L.0, and sent a TETTa-

. Bentative to ask him to work for them. By this time informant
had contacts all over Holland and was & very useful recruit Tor

L.0. He agreed to work for thenm and from then on extended his
activities to cover the different types of neady people catered
for by L.O.  This meant that he could na longer devote his time
and labm lusively to studenta ;121:5 thiﬂ-mﬂ; of hias work "
: othar members of his emall oricinal group o:
: the same attention to his protegee
t one advantage in his




e Jover.

Az ‘Bl ready Btated, informant laft UTREJHT for BERE-
=ERGEY early in 1943 and from then on dlspontinuad his
teaching and devoted all his energies to glandestine work.
He firet 1lived with hias friand in BEEWBERGEN but afterwards
moved ints hias own cottage thera and subsequently his wife
and family cams themto live also, He was living on his
means a8 the collsge in UTRECHT no longer paid him, Right
Up %o June 1944 he used his own Papars, accepting the risk
of enguiriss beinc mada. He naver alterad the nams on him
rapers, but in 1945 when averybody was consoripted for 0.7,
work and trench-digeing, he changed his profassisn and be-
camé a Protestant pestor. He knaw Bomething of clertical
matiars havins friends in the clergy who would have Bpoken
for him, and in Christmas 1944 a rest homa for Protestant
clerzymen advartised for a turear, which post informant ob-
tained and lived at the home for Bome monthe with his wife
and family also on tha Pramises, He was thus gble to B

quire snough knowledge to enabla bim to pass a normal inter—
rogation on the streat.

For his clandestine woTk, althoush CATTYing vapsrs in
his real name, he assumed various falee names for differant
reglons and types of work. He realised tha danger here and
quoted the case of a friend, STOFFEL. who used his omn name
and papers, beingz known to friends in resistance by a false
name, This man was once interrogated in the Dresenge of a
convact towhom ha was talkins and when the contact was asked
3TOFFEL's name angwared promptly that the name was JANIEY.
STOFFEL/JANSEN wmg thersupon arrested as was the contact.

Infomant was never seriocusly disturbed oy controls as
he is over 44 vears old andg the Garmans wers concentrating
on young men, = The German controls were nnt particularly
clever, the Dutch 3.D. were far more dangerous. Informant
quoted a case of a street control throush which he passed
when an 3,0, man examined his identity carg and altheu
1nformant sald his profession was that of a teacher, the
3.0, man insisted he must be a butcher as he saw on the
ﬂardmthg;paidgn.ﬂﬂpgﬂgi informant!s wife, FLEI3OHER. The
{39D..§ﬂ Grinepolizel seemad tujgﬁnggnfrije_gn_ybung;men
be 53 208 30 and two of informant's proteges were

g0 t0 AMSTERDAM
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Tha thras pontact addresdes wara known %o about 20
Paopla 1n all but infomant's address and names ware in
general not known to the mase of Paopls belng halped. The
contact addresses ware changed fregquently and were usually
Bhopa. Yeassages for informant were plased in an anvalapa
bearing a Bign of some sort but ns name and laft with the
shopkasper for colleotion later by courier.

Informant had some troubla
morea than thelr guota of papers
his Investigation 3action, i.s.
aBsiatance of the records kept,

with pesple applylng for
and tlisees cages he passed to
the policaman, who, with the
checked up on applicanta.

Informant had A amall finance Bectlon, whish obtained
funds from wealthy sympathlsere and from galea of 1llegal
newspapers. Later thers was a central organisation in
AMSTERDAM with unlimited funds and g Iépresentative in
AFELDOORN to whom infommant applied whan ha neadad cash.

4. Sscurity Precautions,

Apart from an understanding amonz the members of infor—
mani’s group and among all contacts that warnine of enamy
action waz t9 be clroulated immadiately, no gecurlty riles

axiated in the crganisation. Infomant's own personal courier
knew all addresses and could warn everybody in a very short
tima,

=

5. Methods of Obtaining False Papars.
Thers wers three methods pf obtaining papers:

(a) With the connivance of officlals, who supplied them
in bulk.

(b) By raiding offices and stealine supnliss. This was
done by K.P, members at the rsquest of L.O.

{e) By reproducing false papers or altering papers to
meet rarticular needs,

1o most cases informant resorted to method (a) but L.O.
usually supplied him withpapers acquired by method {5} iIn-
fnlmhntJhag_pgmﬁgnya”gwp;gnhpra who could supply him with
genuine documents, and by using the same methodsas the UTREQHT
gzroup, whi 3 8 more or less 1y resorted to

va %o sult his purnose. Ration cards




